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Basis of the report 



2. 



, filed with the demand, 

, received on with the letter of 



X the claims, 



X die drawings, 



pages 
pages 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed. 

\x\ the description, pages 1-11, as originally filed, 
pages 
pages 

pages 14 , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 12 - 13, received on 5 July 2004 with the letter of 5 July 2004 
pages 1/4 - 4/4, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, received on with the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter .of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
I I the language of a translation furnished for fhe purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

[ I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I [ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, tiiie international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Audiority in con^uter readable form. 

I [ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond tiie disclosure in the 
intemational appUcation as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that tiie information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

I I This report has been* established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in Qie Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally fded" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendtnents (Rules 70. 16 and 70 J 7), 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-19 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-19 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-19 meet the criteria set forth in PCT Article 33(2) - (4) for novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability. The prior art published before ttie priority date does not disclose an integrally formed clamp which 
includes a flexible joint urging the opposed pair of elongate members into a clamping position when the clamp 
is in a passive state and including a locking device which has a first end hinged to the first handle portion and 
movable to a second position which locks the clamp in a clamping position. 

The closest art is WO 1999/006626 which discloses an integrally moulded holding device with an intermediate 
joining piece, but item 24 does not lock the elongate portions in a clamping position. Item. 24 permits movement 
between the members 10 and 11 as it is disclosed as a "living hinge". 
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CLAIMS 



I. • An integrally fonned clamp including: 

an opposed pair of first and second elongate substantially rigid members^ the first 



elongate member having a first handle portion and a first clamping portions and the second 
5 elongate member having a second handle portion and a second clamping portion; 

a flexible joint mtermediate the lengths of the first and second elongate members 
configured to urge fhe first and second clamping portions into abatmmt; and 

a locking device, 

' wherein Hie locldng; device has a first end birred to die first handle portion and 
10 rotatable about the hinge and a second free end adapted to releasably cooperate with the 
second handle portion whereby to lock the first and second handle portions in spaced 
relationship and the first and second clamping portions in abutting relationship. 

2. A clamp according to claim 1 for keeping members of a pair of garments together 
during laundry processing, wherein: 

15 in the passive state tiie first and second clampmg portions are wged into abutment 
and &e first and second handle portions are held in spaced relationship by the flexible joint; 

upon compression of the first and second handle portions, the first and second 
clamping portions are forced apart such' that the first and second clamping portions are 
adapted to receive the pair of garments and to clamp together the garments when the first 
20 and second handle portions are released; and 

the abutting clainping portions secure the garments against dislodgment from the 
clamp during processing. 

3. A clamp according to claim 1 or 2» wherein a hook or clip for engaging with a clothes 
line or rod is provided on dther or both of the first and second handle portions. 
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4. A clamp according to any one of the preceding claims^ vdierein the locking device 
includes a guide to guide thesecond handle pordon into cooperative engagement with the 

' locIODg member. 

5. A clamp according to claim 4« wherein the guide is a nunp or cam sur&ce. 

5 6. A clamp according to claim 4 or 5, wherein the second arm includes an inclined 
surface tapering from the guide towards the hinge and the first ami Includes a 
complementaiy support surfece on which the inclined surface rests when the locking device 
is engaged to the second handle portion. 

7. A clamp according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the locking device . 
10 includes a shoulder and adjacent recess^ and a protrusion of the second handle portion is 
adapted to ride over the shoulder and lockably rest in the recess, the protrusion held in the 
recess by the flexing force of the first and second arms. 

. 8. A clamp accordixig to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the second handle portion 
includes a shoulder and adjacent recess, and a protrusion of the locking device is adapted 
IS 1x> ride over the shoulder and lockably rest in the iecess» the protrusion held in the recess by 
the flexing, compressive force of the first and second arms. 

9. A clamp according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the second handle 
portion includes a guiding^ longitudinally ahgned slot configured to cooperate with a knob 
extending proud from the locking device. 
20 10. A clamp according to any one . of claims I to 8, wherein the locking device includes a 
longitudinally aligned slot configured to cooperate with a guiding knob extending proud 
fit>m the second handle portion. 

11. A clamp according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the terminal end of 
the second handle portion includes a platform oriented transverse to the longitudinal axis 
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Whole document 
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Whole document 
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"E" earlier application or patent but published on or "X" 
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"L" document which may throw doubts on priority "Y" 
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